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Course Syllabus



Français Avancé
Henry Clay High School


Mme Harpole
brandy.harpole@fayette.kyschools.us
859-381-3423 (4th hour plan)

AP French is offered as a continuation in the study of the French language. At HCHS it is the equivalent to the fourth year of study.  This course is taught at the same level as a third-year college course.

AP French involves a variety of resources and methods designed to aid students in achieving proficiency in the four skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Instructional materials include authentic audio/video and DVD recordings, magazines and newspapers. 

The AP French class is intended to be an immersion experience and we speak almost exclusively in French.  Thus, listening and speaking are integrated daily.  Formal writing is done a minimum of three times a week and is scored for language usage and content.  Subjects for writing will be derived from prompts, student choice or spontaneous topics.  Regardless of the origin, each writing task will be authentic and ongoing.

Assessments for the class are comprised of free-response, multiple-choice, written response, essay, summary, speaking, interactive interviews, and formal presentations.  Rubrics are used to score formal writings and speaking/presentations.  Students are regularly assigned to create and deliver these presentations to allow for practice in speaking, as well as listening. Homework is assigned to hone grammatical skills and enhance self-expression through new vocabulary.

In order to feel at ease with speaking on recording devices, students will use the recording program, Audacity.  Online activities using Edpuzzle and Yabla will be frequently assigned to complete at home.  
Français Avancé is developed around six AP French themes:

1.  La Famille et La Communauté-Family and Community

2.  La Vie Contemporaine-Contemporary Life

3. La Quête de Soi-Personal and Public Identities

4. Les Défis Mondiaux-Global Challenges

5.  La Science et La Technologie-Science and Technology

6.  L’Esthétique-Beauty and Aesthetics
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Texts
· Allons Au Dèla (Let’s Go Beyond), Richard Ladd
· T’es Branché Level Four

· Thèmes AP French Language and Culture

· AP French Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination, Ladd

· Apprenons, Zwanziger and Selden
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Supplies

1. One or two inch three-ring binder with tabs labeled Grammaire, Vocabulaire and Coffee Break French
2.  crayon/stylo, papier
3. black and white composition book (non-spiral) for quick grammar notes and self-guided vocabulary lists
4.  Ear buds or headphones kept with you ALL THE TIME

5. $20 class fee  (personal Yabla subscription and Chez Nous Scholastic magazine subscription)
Success on the AP exam in May involves dedication and practice.  Ce n’est pas du gâteau!  Purchase your own copy of AP® French Language & Culture All Access w/Audio: Book + Online + Mobile (Advanced Placement (AP) All Access) (English and French Edition). This is essential! Getting an A in the course usually ensures a 3 on the exam.  If you want a higher score, you must be willing to dedicate time outside of class!  Movies, music, Pinterest pages, magazines and conversation circles are just the beginning.
Suggested websites for additional speaking, reading, and listening activities. 
http://www.tf1.fr (French TV)

http://www.tv5.fr (French TV)

http://www.lemonde.fr/ (French newspaper)

http://www.virginradio.fr/ (French radio station)

http://www.chartsinfrance.net (current French music charts)

http://www.france-amerique.com (French newspaper for Americans)

http://www.lyricstraining.com (music of all genres with missing words for cloze activities)

http://www.gala.fr/ (Current events/celebrity news)

http://telematin.france2.fr/ (French TV program)
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Expectations

· Soyez à l’heure!  

· Complete assignments in advance.

· Essayez-Trying is very important when learning a language.
· Etudiez-Study vocabulary every evening. 

· Soyez poli(e) aux professeurs et camarades. 

· Parlez en Français.
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A five point grade is given every day.  The class participation grade is based on attendance, effort, preparation, willingness to speak French, contribution to a cooperative classroom environment, and the quality/quantity of participation in class activities, small group work and discussions.  
Ways to lose participation points:  

· Tardies/unexcused absences/not making up excused absence daily points 

· Inattentiveness/sleeping/head down

· Being unprepared/not willing to participate/not working with classmates

· Using more than your four bathroom passes per semester

· Having cellphone out, texting, or any electronic usage in class, including readers and/or ear buds in ears

· Not speaking in French!

For excused absences, students will need to email me (brandy.harpole@fayette.kyschools.us) the link from a French online article of his or her choosing, along with three words they have learned from said article.  

Recommended sites include:

www.1jour1actu.com
https://www.lawlessfrench.com/
http://www.france24.com/fr/
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Grading
40% ( tests, quizzes, and other summative assessments

40% ( daily work, homework, participation, notebook and other formative assessments

20% ( final exam

The AP exam has two major sections:

Part I—Interpretive

4 reading selections (multiple choice)
2 reading and listening parts (multiple choice)
3 listening selections (multiple choice)
Part 2-Interpersonal and Presentational

Writing an email reply (15 minutes)
Writing a persuasive essay (40 minutes)
Conversation (guided) (recorded-five questions to answer)
Conversation with cultural comparison (four minutes to prepare, two minutes to record)
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Online Resources
Vocabulary will be available online at www.quizlet.com .  Search MlleElkins (my maiden name) and the class password is ohlala111.  You may have to ask to be part of the class.  Quizlet also has a free app with flash cards. 

Google Voice is sometimes used to assess oral production.  It works just like voicemail.  The number is 859-414-0973.  You will hear my name and then be asked to leave a message after the beep.  

Remind is a text message system used to send out mass reminders about up-coming tests, quizzes and other classroom activities.  I strongly recommend that you enroll in REMIND.   Text @9a63db  to the number 81010.  The class name is HCHS Français Avance 17
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Make-Up Procedures

If you have a school-approved absence, you may complete the work you have missed.  Until made up, all assignments, tests and quizzes will be recorded as a zero.  It is your responsibility to make an appointment before school to complete these.  

Fayette County policy for absences:  

School work assigned before the absence is due upon return to school.

School work assigned during the absence is due the second day back (number of sick days + 1)

Before the bell rings for class, check the “Si j’étais absent…” calendar folder for what we did the day you were absent.  In the AP French folder, you will also find what papers you may need to pick up.  

You have two weeks to complete a test/quiz/assignment that requires my assistance/instruction/monitoring.  Sign up on the makeup calendar for the date you'd like to come in. I am available Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 7:20-8:10.  You may only reschedule your appointment with me ONE TIME. It takes time for me to set up listening, class notes, etc, and it's important for you to keep your appointment.
If your two week window has passed, you can only receive 50% on any of the above mentioned items.  After four weeks, you may no longer take/submit any missing work.  
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Food and Drinks

Food and drinks are only allowed on special occasions.  Feel free to bring water only!
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Cheating Policy

In a World Language course, using an online translation site or translation service is considered cheating.  While it can be helpful to look up a word from time to time, using such sites to complete your work is dishonest and your teacher always knows. (  I recommend using http://www.wordreference.com/enfr/
[image: image12.jpg]


Le 16 août, mercredi
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Please read over the course syllabus for AP French/French IV for the 2017-2018 school year at Henry Clay.  Your support in setting the tone for a strong educational environment is essential.  

Check grades often on Infinite Campus.  The student portal can be found here:

https://infinitecampus.fayette.kyschools.us/campus/portal/fayette.jsp
Please sign the form on the next page.  It verifies that both you and your HCHS student have read and understood the class policies.  This is to be returned to me by Friday, August 18.  It will be recorded as a ten point homework assignment.

Feel free to contact me throughout the school year.  My email is brandy.harpole@fayette.kyschools.us
I’m looking forward to another great year!

Brandy Harpole
Supply List:  3 ring notebook (1 ½ inch or larger)

Pencils/Pens/Paper

Bound composition book (black and white)

$20 class fee 

ear buds

Recommended! –Barron’s AP French Language and Culture book + audio 

Return this page only to Mme Harpole by Friday, August 18, 2017:  10 point homework grade

I have read the course syllabus for Français Avancé/Français IV for the 2017-2018 school year.

Student name__________________________________________

Class period ___________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature _______________________________

Parent/Guardian email __________________________________

Parent/Guardian preferred contact number __________________

Questions? Any information you think I need to know? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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